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DETAILED ACTION 

Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant's 
Data provided in the Declaration filed 9/7/10 shows PDE IV inhibitory activity for a 
representative number of the claimed compounds, providing evidence of enablement for 
claims 1 and 7. The prior art as a whole, as exemplified in Bielekova and Burnouf 
(attached to this action) also teaches a correlation between PDE IV inhibitory activity 
and activity and immunoregulators and/or anti-inflammatory drugs, thus enabling claims 
5 and 8-12. Additionally, Haack et al (also attached) teaches that nitrogen containing 5- 
membered heterocycles, such as diazoles and triazoles, may be substituted for a 
cyclcopentyloxy substituent on a ring system similar to the isoindole of the claimed 
invention (i.e., phthalazine vs. isoindole ring), and improve PDE IV inhibitory activity 
(e.g., see page 4426, compounds 2 and 5). Therefore, the claims are enabled under 35 
U.S.C. 1 1 2, first paragraph. The closest prior art is Burnouf, which discloses similar 
isoindoline compounds useful as PDE IV inhibitors (see compounds 25 and 26, page 
1 264). It would not have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to substitute the particular substituents of R4/R5 on the 
phenyl portion of the isoindoline ring of the compounds of the prior art, thus arriving at 
the claimed invention. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



New Oath Required 

2. Applicant is now required to submit a substitute declaration or oath to correct the 
deficiencies set forth below: 

The oath or declaration does not comply with 37 CFR 1 .63 in that it: 

• does not state that the person making the oath or declaration acknowledges the 
duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56. 

• does not state that the person making the oath or declaration has reviewed and 
understands the contents of the specification, including the claims, as amended by any 
amendment specifically referred to in the oath or declaration. 

• does not state that the person making the oath or declaration believes the 
named inventor or inventors to be the original and the first inventor or inventors of the 
subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought. 

The substitute oath or declaration must be filed within the THREE MONTH 
shortened statutory period set for reply in the "Notice of Allowability" (PTO-37). 
Extensions of time may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136. 
Failure to timely file the substitute declaration (or oath) will result in 
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ABANDONMENT of the application. The transmittal letter accompanying the 
declaration (or oath) should indicate the date of the "Notice of Allowance" (PTOL-85) 
and the application number in the upper right hand corner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BARBARA FRAZIER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3496. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sharmila Landau can be reached on (571)272-0614. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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BSF 

/SHARMILA G. LANDAU/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 161 1 



